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It’s all in the details
As most lumber graders can attest, subtle details can mean the difference 
between an appearance-grade board or one of a lower grade. Gorman Bros. 
Lumber Ltd., for example, has turned selecting the finest one-inch boards into 
an art form. Its article in this month’s newsletter sheds some light on what sets 
its boards apart. Subtle details in manufacturing can also mean the difference 
between a striking tool that lasts and one that falls apart. With that in mind, we 
take a look at how Garant’s Contractor Series Tools differ from the competition. 
Lastly, we have an article about how Your Choice Homes Inc. is making a 
difference with Western Canadian First Nations by promoting the trades and 
improving the housing situation in First Nations communities. 

As always, you are welcome at your local CO-OP® Home Centre. Co-op 
invests in your community and supports the causes that matter to you. This 
eNewsletter is available exclusively to members of Co-op’s Contractor’s 
Choice Program.
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The best in one-inch boards

Natural wood provides a timeless, textured feel to any home

With its natural grain, line movements and warm colours that draw the eye, 
wood is the natural choice for creating something beautiful. Because many of 
your clients appreciate the natural beauty and warmth of wood, they might 
want to incorporate and showcase that beauty in their homes.

When you are choosing boards for a client’s project, selecting ones that 
provide the finest finish and appearance is crucial. Gorman Bros. Lumber Ltd.
has one primary focus: producing the finest one-inch boards. Within that 
focus, the company understands the need to tailor products to fit your clients’ 
preferences. This lumber is carefully graded, so you know you are getting the 
right board for the project. 

All Gorman products meet these specifications: 

• Graded above NLGA and WWPA industry standards
• Furniture-finish ready – smooth and splinter resistant
• Heat treated and kiln dried to ensure a stable board – not prone to bowing 

or cracking

Along with different grades of one-inch boards, Gorman Bros. offers a variety 
of patterned products that are stylish options to the homeowner. Tongue-and-
groove and end-match patterns can give your clients the warm, welcoming 
look they are after. 
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Tool essentials
It is easy to take the things we use around the jobsite for granted. But even 
everyday tools such as shovels and wheelbarrows are not all created equal. 
Garant – Canada’s market leader in long-handled tools – has developed 
a contractor-grade line of striking and long-handled tools and even a 
wheelbarrow to give construction professionals high-quality tools that last 
longer in demanding work environments. 

Sledgehammers

Striking tools take much 
punishment and need to keep up 
with the rigours of the jobsite. 
Garant’s Pro Series Sledges 
consist of a forged steel head 
and fibreglass non-slip handle – 
meaning there are no epoxy resins 
to fail. The fibreglass handles are 
built to withstand overstrike in 
extreme temperatures down to 

-30° C. The Pro Series Sledgehammers provide strength and durability in the 
most demanding of environments.

Shovels

Contractors recognize the value of durability in a 
shovel. The Garant Pro Series Shovel is equipped 
with a heavy-gauge, tempered-steel, round-point 
blade. Its extra-wide foot steps offer more digging 
power and provide workboot sole protection. The 
shovel handle consists of a fibreglass core that’s 
overmoulded with an engineered TPE material, 
making it 50 per cent sturdier than wood. The 
handle and shovel blade are joined together with a 
dual-rivet assembly for greater strength.

Wheelbarrows

Wheelbarrows can be tricky to navigate through the uneven terrain of most 
jobsites. Garant’s True Temper Wheelbarrow allows the contractor to move 
and empty dirt, mulch, gravel, concrete and other construction materials with 
pinpoint accuracy. The six-cubic-foot poly tray has a maximum capacity of 270 

pounds and is corrosion proof with two front-
steel tray braces. The innovative 
“EZ POUR” spout allows 

contractors to unload transported 
materials with ease and precision. The 

barrow has 60-inch, ultra-robust steel handles 
with comfort grips for managing heavy loads. 
The 16-inch pneumatic knobby tire offers great 
traction in even the worst ground conditions.
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Contractor’s Corner: Construction Worker 101
Your Choice Homes Inc. (YC Homes) is a home builder with a unique mantra: 
education through housing. Its goal is to offer education, training and 
construction-industry exposure to young people in First Nations communities 
by offering them opportunities to build homes for their communities. 

With the ambitious objective of combatting the First Nations housing crisis, 
YC Homes works directly with bands, municipalities and communities to 
make an impact at the local level. Like YC Homes, Co-op is deeply committed 
to reinvesting locally. As such, YC Homes and Pincher Creek Co-op have 
partnered on a recent federally funded housing project with the Piikani Nation, 
for which the Pincher Creek Co-op Home & Agro Centre is one of the main 
materials suppliers. 

The motivation behind the partnership between YC Homes and Piikani Nation 
goes back more than 21⁄2 years when Jay Noel and other YC Homes partners 
sat down to discuss the housing crisis affecting First Nations communities 
throughout the country. To understand the issue better, Jay and his team met 
with the chiefs and councils of over 40 different communities. After extensive 
research on indigenous conditions, the team concluded that poor housing, 
poverty and lack of educational opportunities engaging First Nations youth 
were common themes.

To tackle this complex issue, YC Homes developed Construction Worker 101, 
a program that gives students future apprenticeship hours, high school credits 
and a paycheque. YC Homes is proud to shape the next generation of adults by 
giving them the chance to improve their communities. Noel states one of the 
most important factors of the program includes “giving these kids experience 
as a team, empowerment, pride and a sense of community.”  
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The program provides the means to build tiny homes from the ground up. 
YC Homes and their sponsors offer the students hands-on mentorship, a 
jobsite trailer as a classroom, safety equipment and safety training. The 
program currently boasts a 100 per cent success rate – maintaining a record 
of zero dropouts. The team is working on its first federally funded project, 
which could lead to permanent funding in years to come. Promoting housing 
through education brings together a practical style of learning, which will 
benefit First Nations youth and communities while improving their standard 
of living. 

The pilot program in Piikani Nation this year was a huge success. The students 
built a 375-square-foot house and were required to work every weekend. One 
student said it was “something to do on your weekend instead of going out 
and partying all the time.” The opportunity to help these young individuals 
attain relevant trade skills will reap benefits for years to come. 

The outstanding success of the pilot program leaves YC Homes feeling 
optimistic for the future of Construction Worker 101. Recently, a memorandum 
of understanding was signed with the Federation of Sovereign Indigenous 
Nations (FSIN) to make this program available to the 74 First Nations 
communities in Saskatchewan. The hope for the project is to create 
sustainability within each community through housing, jobs and education. 

The remarkable tiny house project finds a way to tackle multiple issues while 
linking First Nations youth to their communities. Once funding is finalized, YC 
Homes hopes to offer Construction Worker 101 to all Indigenous communities, 
halting the crisis one house at a time. 
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Contractor’s Choice Exclusive Offer
We appreciate your business and would like to offer the following special  
exclusive to members of the Contractor’s Choice Program. Present a copy 
(digital or paper) to your local CO-OP® Home Centre manager.

One (1) coupon per contractor.
Valid at participating CO-OP® Home Centre locations only.

One (1) coupon per contractor.
Valued at $19.99. Valid at participating CO-OP® Home Centre locations only.

Garant Pro Series Shovels, Sledges 
and True Temper Wheelbarrow with 
EZ Pour
Receive an exclusive 40% off the regular price 
for Garant Pro Series Sledgehammers (8 lb. 
and 10 lb.), Garant Pro Series Shovels (square 
with D-grip, square with long handle or round 
with long handle) and the True Temper, 6 cu. ft. 
Wheelbarrow with “EZ Pour” spout.

Irwin Long-Nose Vise Grip, 6½”
The authority in locking pliers, these Irwin 
long-nose, vise-grip pliers are constructed 
from high-grade, heat-treated alloy steel 
for maximum toughness and durability. 
The hardened teeth are designed to grip 
from any angle.
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Home & Building 

Supplies
at your local Co-op Home Centre

Some items may not be available at all locations. Please allow two weeks for delivery if necessary. Expires Aug. 3, 2018.

Some items may not be available at all locations. Please allow two weeks for delivery if necessary. Expires Aug. 3, 2018.
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